



































SSSA 
mA | am 
Bol. 27 September, 1931 








MW NEA AAT TI 
yy I ——_s 
xs JIESS - 























Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Hl. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss, Alpine herbs, whose books 
are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, 
skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very bene- 
ficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the 
recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per 
box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or stomach troubles or weak heart 
and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for Special Lapidar mentioning nature of ailment. 
Price $2.85 per box. 

Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








Joseph B. Shaughnessy, Architect 
508 Reliance Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
Specializes in Ecclesiastical Art, School and Institutional Buildings. 
Besides being a splendid type of Catholic layman, Mr. Shaughnessy’s 
travels abroad and study of ecclesiastical art eminently fit him for 
church work. He is reasonable as to price, economical in dealing with 
contractors, and a master of detail. His work on our Convent buildings 


at Clyde, since the death of the esteemed Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., gives 
us cause to recommend him highly. 





To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 10th of the month and send both 
OLD and NEW address. 

We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England : 1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 














Attractive Premiums for NEW 


Subscriptions 
to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





SPECIAL for Five NEW Subscriptions Paid in Advance: — 


The Fairest Flower of Paradise. This splendid work by Cardinal 
Lepicier contains considerations on the Litany of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. It is enriched with examples from the lives of the saints who 
were specially devoted to Our Lady. Written in a clear, simple and 
interesting style. Without painstaking study, the reader imbibes a 
more intimate knowledge of Mary which is at the same time delightful 
and soul-inspiring. You will feel amply recompensed, on receiving this 
book, for the effort of obtaining five new subscriptions. 


For Four NEW Subscriptions 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a child’s complete prayer- 
book. 160 pages. Bound either in black pin American Seal, Morocco 
grain leather, red under gold edge, stamped in genuine gold on front, 
OR: — 

The same bound in white seal imitation leather, red under gold 
edge, stamped in gold on front. This is excellent as a gift for First 
Holy Communion. OR: — 

Mother of Pearl Rosary, oval beads on white metal chain. An 
attractive pair of beads suitable for any occasion. 


For Two NEW Subscriptions 


An imported French Gray metal Shield of the Sacred Heart, 3% x 
3% inches. The attractive figure of the Sacred Heart in relief sur- 
rounded by the words: “I will bless every place where a picture of My 
Heart shall be exposed and honored,’’ makes it a pleasing gift. OR: — 
Placard of the Sorrowful Mother. A beautiful celluloid-covered 
picture with easel. Will bring an atmosphere of devotion into any of 
your rooms. Stand it on your desk, piano, dressing table, etc. OR: — 
Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — as above, except bound 
in cloth. Colors: black, white, blue, red or rose flexible cloth, cut flush. 


For One NEW Subscription 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows aims to nourish a tender 
compassion for our Dolorous Mother. This devotion is a source of 
grace and comfort. OR:— 

Manual of Prayers: Contains Mass prayers, confession and Com- 
munion devotions, the Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and feast days, 
and other prayers. Black cloth binding, red edges, 144 pages. Handy 
vest pocket size. Appreciated by men and boys. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Hail, glorious Virgin Mary! ‘Thou art and shalt ever be worthy of admiration, 
not only because of thy perpetual and miraculous virginity, but because of the 
sublimity of all thy privileges, the super-abundance of grace wherewith thou wert 
filled, the incomparable power given to thee, and the unequalled glory wherewith 
thou art invested as Mother of God! 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. 
Francis Gilfillan, D.D., Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 27 September, 1931 No. 5 


The Most Joyful Centenary 


431 — 1931 











@] OLY Church, the Mother of the family of Christ, delights 
to commemorate each year the anniversaries of the heav- 
enly birthdays of her sons and daughters whose holy 
lives have, through the centuries, shed lustre upon her 
name. As so many gems in her royal crown, they shine 
forth with renewed splendor on each recurring feast day, until, 
with the swift passing of the years, the anniversaries lengthen into 
jubilees and the jubilees into centenaries. And just as a mother 
cherishes the memory of important family events and lives them 
over and over again as each anniversary recurs, so, too, Holy Mother 
Church keeps ever alive the memory of her triumphs, of the joyful 
and sorrowful events in her history, renewing on their anniversaries 
her expressions of exultation or of grief which were called forth 
on that first occasion. 

This year she invited her children to celebrate with joy the fifth 
centenary of the heroic warrior-maid, St. Joan of Arc, and the seventh 
centenary of the death of the wonder-worker, St. Anthony. A little 
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later was commemorated the first centenary of the conferring of the 
title of “Doctor” upon the illustrious St. Bernard. In November she 
will commemorate with special solemnities the feast of St. Elizabeth 
of Hungary, that angel of charity who seven centuries ago passed from 
earth to heaven and was canonized only four years after her death. 
With just pride Holy Church places these saintly sons and daughters 
before us for our pious veneration and imitation. 


Mary, Mother of God 


But the greatest and most joyful of all the anniversaries which 
Holy Church will celebrate for perhaps many years to come is the 
15th centenary (this year) of the Third Ecumenical Council which 
convened at Ephesus in the year 431. This Council definitely pro- 
claimed as an article of faith that Mary is truly the Mother of God, 
in contradiction to the Nestorian heresy which repudiated this doctrine. 
Nestorius, the disseminator of this heresy, had, a few years previously, 
succeeded to the See of Constantinople, made famous by the illustrious 
St. John Chrysostom, and the manner in which he employed his 
learning and eloquence in denouncing Arianism and other heresies 
gave promise that he would be a worthy follower in the footsteps 
of his noble predecessor. 

But, alas! he fell into error concerning the Divine Maternity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the hypostatic union of the two 
natures in Christ. He held that not only were there two natures in 
Christ, but also two persons: a Divine person and a human person; 
that only the human person was born of Mary; that the Divine person 
dwelt in the human person as in a tabernacle, and that Mary was, 
consequently, not the Mother of the God-Man, but only the mother 
of the man in whom God. dwelt. 

This blasphemous heresy soon met with great opposition both 
among clergy and laity. St. Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, wrote 
letters of remonstrance to him and to the Emperor, whose favor 
Nestorius enjoyed, but they heeded not his warnings. Thereupon 
St. Cyril placed the matter before Pope Celestine, denouncing Nestorius 
as a heretic. The Pope assembled a Council in Rome, at which 
Nestorius and his teachings were fully examined. A letter was then 
sent to St. Cyril, empowering him in the Pope’s name to call upon 
Nestorius to abjure his error within ten days or to be excommunicated 
from the Church and deposed as a heretic. This was done with due 
formality, but still Nestorius paid no attention. He had, previous 
to the Pope’s sentence arranged with the emperor for the convening 
of a General Council to settle the matter, and the summons had 
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already been issued to patriarchs and metropolitans to convene at 
Ephesus. When the Council finally assembled, on June 22, 431, for 
its first session there were about one hundred fifty-eight bishops 
present. The Synod was held in the church known as “Mary 
Theotokos,” that is, “Mother of God.” Nestorius was thrice cited to 
appear, but obdurately refused, and his case was therefore judged 
in his absence. This infallible Council, assisted, as all General 
Councils are, by the unerring Spirit of God, vindicated the honor 
and dignity of Mary by a solemn definition, proclaiming her Dei-para, 
that is, Mother of God. “If anyone,” declared the holy Synod, “does 
not confess that Emmanuel is true God, and that therefore the holy 
Virgin is the Mother of God, since she bore according to the flesh 
the Word of God made flesh; let him be anathema.” 

On the day of the holding of the Council the people of Ephesus 
were filled with anxiety. The entire populace of the city, young 
and old, nobles and peasantry, waited, lingered and watched from the 
dawn of day till late in the evening before the gates of the cathedral 
where the Fathers were assembled. The honor of the Blessed Virgin 
was in the balance; anxiety was painted on every face. Minutes 
seemed hours. 

When finally the Fathers pronounced the solemn definition of 
the dogma of the Divine Maternity of the Blessed Virgin, the vast 
crowds gave vent to their suppressed feelings in tears of joy and 
shouts of acclamation. The whole city was most brilliantly illuminated. 
Incense was burned before the Fathers, after the eastern fashion, even 
women carrying thuribles; and they were accompanied to their lodgings 
with lighted torches, amid rejoicing and the singing of the praises 
and glories of Mary, the Mother of God. 


Glorious Titles 


St. Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, who presided over the Council, 
was one of the most powerful defenders of the Divine Maternity of 
Mary. The sermon delivered by him on this occasion is still extant, 
and is remarkable for its praise of the Mother of God, its exultation 
of heart and spirit, and holy enthusiasm. He proclaimed the praise 
of Mary, repeating her beloved name in a charming manner, and 
giving her in almost every sentence the title “Mother of God,” of 
which Nestorius had sought to deprive her. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God, Virgin and Mother! Morning 
‘Star; perfect vessel. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! Holy temple in which God 


Himself was conceived. 
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“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! Chaste and pure dove. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! ever effulgent light; from thee 
proceedeth the Sun of Justice. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! Thou didst enclose in thy 
sacred womb the One who cannot be encompassed. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! with the shepherds we sing the 
praise of God; with the angels, that beautiful song of thanksgiving: 
‘Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth to men of good will.’ 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! from thee flowed the true light, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! through thee came to us the 
Conqueror and triumphant Vanquisher of hell. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! Through thee blossoms the 
splendor of the resurrection. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! Thou hast saved every faithful 
Christian. 

“Hail, O Mary, Mother of God! Who can praise thee worthily, 
O glorious Virgin Mary!” 

Thus did God, who ever knows how to draw good out of evil, 
glorify His Blessed Mother and make clear for all time her exact 
position in the mystery of the Incarnation. Nestorius, who would 
have deprived her of the glory of her Divine Maternity, was humbled 
and banished from the Church, and it is said that already during his 
lifetime he suffered a dreadful chastisement, his tongue, corrupted 
by the terrible poison of blaspheming the Blessed Virgin, being eaten 
by worms. 

The centenary of the great Council of Ephesus recalls the stormy 
periods of the early Church and her struggles against the powers of 
darkness, which are unhappily reflected in the persecutions which 
are saddening the heart of the Holy Father in our own day and filling 
the hearts of the faithful in all countries with apprehension. But, 
as the Church has emerged victorious from all these combats, so we 
know that now too she will triumph, for her Divine Founder has 
promised that no power shall prevail against her, and that He will 
abide with her to the end of time. 

All that remains of the glory of the ancient city of Ephesus is 
a heap of ruins, but its name is emblazoned in the hearts of all true 
lovers of Mary, for the Divine truth once there proclaimed will re-echo 
throughout all eternity: “Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary 
most holy!” 

The Holy Father desires the Catholic people “to observe with a 
salutary interest” the 1500 year jubilee of the General Council of 
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Ephesus. In various places, great celebrations have been held in honor 
of the Virgin Mother of God, for instance, in Munich, Bavaria, where 
4,000 men walked in procession at dusk with lighted candles in their 
hands, urged on in their devotion by the illustrious Cardinal Faulhaber. 
Let us, too, give expression to the jubilation of our heart, and with 
true devotion thank God that by the decree of this Council the diadem 
of the Divinity of Jesus and the crown of Mary’s Virgin Maternity 
were preserved to the children of the Catholic faith. 





What Love and Tenderness! 





Y dear Gertrude, how shall we fare tomorrow! We have 

nothing to eat,” tearfully exclaimed a poor widow of 
Roveredo one evening to her only daughter. “But,” 
she immediately added, “let us pray to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary — she will send us help.” — And Mary did send 
help. On the following morning, to their joyful surprise, they found 
in their little kitchen a sufficient quantity of food for the day, and 
also in the future their prayers to the Blessed Virgin procured for 
them abundant assistance. The help came from God through Mary’s 
intercession; not, however, through the working of a miracle or the 
sending of an angel from heaven, as the poor widow thought at sight 
of the food on the first morning. The angel whom God employed 
as His instrument was a pious and virtuous matron named Bernardine 
Floriani, who later became so celebrated under the name of “Johanna 
Mary of the Cross.” 

The widow and her daughter had rented two small rooms in 
Bernardine’s parental home, which were separated from the latter’s 
room by only a thin partition. Bernardine overheard the conversation 
of the mother with her daughter and the prayer which in their distress 
they addressed to the Blessed Virgin. Being herself greatly devoted 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, she felt inspired to perform an act of 
charity in her honor. Accordingly, she directed her maid to procure 
provisions and place them secretly in the widow’s kitchen, and this 
she repeated daily, happy that God deigned to employ her as an 
instrument of His providence. 

Who is there amongst us that has not experienced numerous 
times the mysterious effects of Mary’s help? In how many ways 
has she not extended to us her hand and supported us in our miseries? 
The prayer we addressed to her was hardly ended when we already 
felt that she was near at hand, and in proportion as our distress 


va 
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was great, so much the greater was her care for us. Oh, what love 
and tenderness is there not in the Heart of our beloved Mother! 
There is no ill that this unfailing treasury of consolation cannot 
soothe or cure; no distress that she does not share; no tears that 
she cannot wipe away; nor is there a soul bowed down with grief 
into the depths of which she cannot penetrate, to shed a ray of hope. 





His Last Coin 





pyeaaaa) ARLO Dolci (1616 - 1686), the last of the great Florentine 
(ee school of painters, was the youngest child of poor parents 
mm in Siena, Italy. But, though poor in this world’s goods, 
his mother implanted in his youthful heart that greatest 
of treasures—an ardent love for the Blessed Virgin. 
Carlo early displayed a remarkable artistic talent, and as he grew 
to young manhood, earned a modest livelihood by drawing. Once 
as he was passing along the streets of Florence an aged beggar asked 
him for an alms in the name of the holy Mother of God. Touched 
by the poor man’s distress, Carlo reached into his pocket. Alas! 
he found only one coin. Should he give this? —It was all he had 
and he was in a strange city. But the beggar had asked in the name 
of Mary. This thought instantly removed all doubt. Joyfully handing 
the coin to the old man, he said with a smile: “Even if I must go 
hungry, I cannot refuse a request made in that sweet name.” 
Penetrated with a feeling of blissful peace for having had an 
opportunity to prove his love for Mary by such a sacrifice, Carlo 
entered a nearby church, and there, before the altar of the Mother 
of God, he shed sweet tears of joy. Happily, just at that time the 
ceiling of this church, which had been decorated by some of the early 
Italian artists, was being renovated. The master artist, from his place 
high up on the scaffolding, perceived the young man kneeling before 
the altar and was edified by his devotion. Climbing down, he ques- 
tioned Carlo and was very favorably impressed by his answers and 
by his whole deportment. Thereupon he took the youth into his 
apprenticeship, and Carlo made such rapid progress that he soon 
became a master of his art. He was particularly skilled in portraying 
the Mother of God. His paintings were characterized by a dignity, 
charm and heavenly majesty that delighted everyone. He was one 
of the few masters whose pictures were eagerly sought for by his 
countrymen during his lifetime. His productions are still highly 
esteemed as works of art and are regarded as true masterpieces. 
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Thus were the confidence in her help and the charity bestowed 
in her honor rewarded by the gracious Queen of Heaven. Who can 
doubt that it was Mary who obtained for the young artist, in reward 
for his devotion to her, the grace of singular success in his work, 
particularly the grace of excelling in the portrayal of her image? 
May we, too, commend to her all our undertakings, and adopt the 
beautiful practice of invoking her aid at the beginning of each task: 
“Our Lady, our Queen, our Mother, in the name of Jesus and for 
the love of Jesus, we implore thee to take our cause in hand and 
to grant it good success.” 





Jesus, Son of Mary 








g) ESUS is not in the Sacred Host as a mere spirit, the same 
Wd as He is everywhere in union with His Father and the 
Holy Ghost, but He is present in the Sacred Host with 
His Soul and Body. And this is the same Body which 
He took from Mary, His Mother. When He instituted 
the Blessed Sacrament at the Last Supper, He took the bread into 
the hands which were formed in Mary’s womb. He spoke over the 
bread the words: “This is My Body,” with the lips and the tongue 
which came from Mary’s blood. What He gives us in the Sacred Host 
was given to Him by His Mother. 

Realizing this intimate union between Jesus and Mary, the devout 
Catholic invokes Mary when he wishes to receive Jesus in the Sacred 
Host; he asks Mary to increase his love and devotion for Jesus in 
the Sacred Host. Yes, go to Mary if you feel that your faith is weak 
and wavering toward the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. Go to Mary 
that she may teach you how to believe and how to love. Go to Mary 
to learn from her how to sit at Jesus’ feet, listen to Jesus’ words, and 
take to heart what Jesus says to you from the Sacred Host. 

The above is the short reflection for Saturday in our booklet, 
“My Daily Visit.” This brochure contains a reflection for each day 
of the week, together with numerous litanies, prayers and a novena 
in honor of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. This brochure is 
a favorite among those who patronize book racks in our churches 
throughout the United States. Hundreds are ordered by many churches. 
For 1931 we are giving this brochure as a premium for renewals to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.” Handy vest-pocket size. Renew your 


subscription, and you will speedily be in possession of this inspiring 
booklet. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missourt 
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Encouraging 








UR dear readers are aware that work on our Adora- 
@ tion Church at Mundelein, Illinois, has been sus- 
pended since January. Since then many a “coin of 
sacrifice” has been received to swell the fund still 
required, for which we are deeply grateful. A 
source of great encouragement and consolation to us is to learn 
how our Lord is apparently taking the matter in His own hands. 
Again and again letters report favors received after a promise 
had been made to offer a donation toward the completion of 
our Adoration Church: It is remarkable that quite a number 
of these favors refer to the securing of positions which are, indeed, 
rare in these days. 

From Massachusetts we hear: “My brother had been without 
steady employment for some time. I told him to promise an offering 
towards your building fund. This he readily did, promising to send 
$5.00 out of his first week’s pay. This was promised on Sunday, and 
on the very next day, Monday, when he applied for a position, he was 
selected in preference to three others. Thanks to our dear Lord! He 
surely has been good to us!” 


A subscriber from Texas writes: “‘Enclosed find $15.00. Of this, 
apply $10.00 to the Church of Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois, and 
$5.00 for candles to be burned on your Eucharistic altar. This is in 
thanksgiving for a great favor. My mother was very ill during May 
and I promised our Divine Lord these two things if she should be 
restored to health.” 

A further item of encouraging news to our dear friends is 
that the Stations of the Cross, executed in mosaic, have already 
been delivered. True, it is a keen disappointment that we have 
been unable to continue the interior of the Adoration Church and 
have it ready for the erection of the Way of the Cross as had 
been anticipated when the Stations were ordered, but we are 
delighted by the artistic beauty of these mosaic pictures. They 
are reproductions of the devotion-inspiring series by the late 
saintly Brother Max Schmalzl, C.SS.R. and the mosaic workers 
have been very successful in retaining the devout expression of 
the countenance on the figures. We congratulate also those dear 
friends, many of whom at the cost of real sacrifice, have paid 
for one or more of these Stations. These are genuine works of 
art which will be an enduring monument to the charitable donors, 
for mosaic is practically imperishable. Certainly, all our friends 
join us in eagerly wishing for the hour when they may be 





From this picture our dear 
readers will realize that no money 
has been uselessly expended for 
exterior ornamentation of our Con- 
vent at Mundelein, Illinois. The 
structure is built in the Georgian 
style, simple even to severity in 
the exterior, but permanently built. 
The right wing is the Convent 
proper. At present, the right en- 


trance leads a visitor into the, 


temporary Adoration Chapel which 
has been improvised by withhold- 
ing some of the partitions from 
future reception rooms. The left 
wing shows the Adoration Church 
of Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. The structure is under 
roof, though not quite so com- 
pletely finished as this engraving 
from the architect's drawing shows. 
However, if we had sufficient 
funds to finish the plastering and 














Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Mundelein, Illinois 
(From architect's drawing) 


flooring, the Church could be made ready for occupancy within a few short months. Our Blessed Heavenly Mother to whom no one 
has ever appealed in vain, we are imploring to touch the hearts of her clients and our esteemed readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
to help us complete the interior of this House of God. Avail yourself of this golden opportunity to help toward the erection of a Memorial 
of the Ist International Eucharistic Congress which was ever held in the United States. 
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cemented into place in the permanent Adoration Church at 
Mundelein, Illinois. 


In the Name of Mary 


Were you not impressed by the story of “The Last Coin” 
which you have just read? Dear friend, let this issue of our 
magazine bear to you a petition in the Name of Mary. We plead 
not for ourselves, but for no less a one than her Adorable Son, 
Jesus Himself, Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The title of our new 
Adoration Church is Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
It is through her that we hope to secure sufficient funds during 
the coming months to resume work in January 1932, and com- 
plete the structure. Many of Our Lady’s beautiful feasts fall 
during September: Her Nativity, September 8th; the Holy Name 
of Mary, September | 2th; the Dolorous Mother, September | 5th. 
Who would refuse to offer Mary a gift on these feasts in the 
form of a donation for the glory of her Son? Then, too, this 
year we are celebrating the 15th centenary of the declaration of 
the dogma: Mary, Mother of God. In thanksgiving, let us do 
something in honor of Mary. Nothing could please her better 
than an alms to be used for the glory of her Divine Son in the 
Holy Eucharist: for the completion of our Adoration Church. 


Not an Ordinary Church 


Saints and people animated by a lively faith have at all times 
throughout the centuries brought countless sacrifices for Jesus in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. Many temples to the Living God 
have been constructed by royal hands. When the Congregation 
of St. Lawrence in Rotterdam, Holland, for instance, built its 
church, all the population took part. Rich and poor came each 
morning at the sound of a bugle, and in the sweat of their brow 
hastened the work of the builders by carrying wood, stones, 
mortar, etc. Many of our beautiful and magnificent cathedrals 
of Europe could never have been reared had not all classes of 
the faithful contributed their alms, their labor, or their prayers. 

The Adoration Church at Mundelein, Illinois, will be no 
ordinary Church. It will be a sanctuary where the Most Blessed 
Sacrament will be exposed day and night. It will be a shrine 
wherein consecrated adorers will pour out their hearts’ full love 
and homage every hour during the long, dark night, and at every 
moment during the busy hours of the day. It will be a temple 
where the faithful will throng to petition graces, realizing that 
nowhere is Jesus so lavish of His gifts as from the Sacred Host. 
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And the Other Four-Fifths? 


On looking over our lists we find that the number of our 
esteemed subscribers to ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ who have 
contributed toward this new sanctuary is only one-fifth of the 
entire number on our records. Yet, nearly every subscriber 
renews personally, except a small number through our faithful 
solicitors (as we have no paid agents). Since our readers really 
wish to read our magazine, they must be lovers of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, and consequently they must be interested in 
the new Adoration Church at Mundelein, Illinois. 

We realize that privation reigns in many a household during 
this present financial crisis. For this reason we hesitated to bring 
the matter of our uncompleted Adoration Church before our 
readers in the last issue of ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory." How- 
ever, we believe many could spare a small offering. Ah, if the 
four-fifths who have not yet contributed would send us only 
from $1.00 to $5.00, our Adoration Church could be continued 
and speedily completed! 


Suggestions 


Though most of the sanctuary articles have been donated, 
we still have a list of things needed which will gladly be sent 
upon request to those interested. 

Even the least offering — a dime or a dollar — any dona- 
tion according to each one’s means, is most thankfully accepted. 

Those who give less than $1.00 will have their names 
placed in the Altar of Exposition, to remain there as long as 
the shrine of Perpetual Adoration shall stand. 

Those who give an offering of $10.00 will have their 
names, in addition, inscribed in a ‘“‘“Golden Book,’ to be kept 
on the altar and sealed on the day of the consecration of the 
Adoration Church. Benefactors, by which we mean those who 
sacrifice a considerable amount, will likewise share in the many 
good works of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at 
Clyde, Missouri and its branch houses, as well as in the unceasing 
prayers which they offer day and night before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed. 

Give for love of Mary to this holy cause for which a 
donation is most humbly and urgently requested in her Name. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“May God Almighty Bless You” 


Preceding installments of articles on Holy Mass: — 


1. The Ambassador of Christ, Mar., 1928 22. ‘‘My Lord and My God!’’ April, 1930 
2. Plea for Pardon, Apr., 1928 23. The Heart of the Mass, May, 1930 
8. At the Altar, Sept., 1928 24. Hail, Victim Slain! June, 1930 
4. Joy in God, Oct., 1928 25. The Most Acceptable Oblation, July, 
5. God’s Hour of Generosity, Nov., 1928 1930 
6. Heralds Prepare the Way, Dec., 1928 26. When the Angels Intercede, Aug., 1930 
7. Completeness of the Liturgy, Jan., 1929 27. Unfailing Succor for the Departed, 
8. ‘‘I am the Way,’’ Feb., 1929 Sept., 1930 
9. The Torch of Faith, Mar., 1929 28. ‘‘Through Him... with Him... in 
10. The Spotless Host, Apr., 1929 Him...’’ Oct., 1930 
11. Symbol of Forgiveness, Repentance and 29. The Greatest of Prayers, Nov., 1930 
Prayer. May, 1929 30. A Solemn Compact, Dec., 1930 
12. Holy Mass — My Sacrifice, June, 1929 31. Supplication for Peace, Jan., 1931 
13. The Sacrifice of Praise, July, 1929 32. Behold the Lamb of God! Feb., 1931 
14. Amid Angel Throngs, Aug., 1929 33. ‘‘My Peace I Give Unto You,’’ Mar., 


. Prayers before the ‘‘Great Wonder,’’ 


Sept., 1929 


. Where Remembrance is Precious, Oct., 


1929 


1931 


. The Bread of Heaven, Apr., 1931 
. ‘‘May the Body of our Lord Jesus 


Christ Preserve Thy Soul Unto Life 


17. ‘‘Fellow-citizens with the Saints,’’ Everlasting,’’ May, 1931 
Nov., 1929 86. The Eucharistic Banquet, June, 1931 
18. Behold, the Lord is Nigh, Dec., 1929 87. Outward Forms and Inward Graces, 


19. ‘‘This is My Body!’’ Jan., 1930 July, 1931 : 
20. ‘‘This is My Blood!’’ Feb., 1930 88. The Exultant ‘‘Deo Gratias,’’ August, 
21. O Wonder of Wonders! Mar., 1930 1931 





The Last Blessing 


SM FTER concluding the prayer to the Blessed Trinity, the 
| priest extends his hands upon the altar and kisses it. 
With what devotion he impresses this last kiss upon the 
altar stone, upon which has just rested the Blood of the 


Victim of Calvary for the praise and glory of the Triune 





God, for the benefit of Holy Church, for the perfection of the just, 
the conversion of sinners and the relief of the suffering souls in 
purgatory! These graces overflow from the Blessed Trinity. And 
now the priest, standing erect and raising his eyes to heaven, lifts 
also his petitioning hands, joins them, inclines to the Crucifix and 
says: “Benedicat vos omnipotens Deus — May God Almighty bless 
you;” then, turning toward the people, he places his left hand on his 
breast and makes the Sign of the Cross over them with the right 
whilst he says: “Pater, et Filius > et Spiritus sanctus — Father, and 
Son > and Holy Ghost.” The acolyte responds: “Amen.” 

Bishops and Prelates make a threefold Sign of the Cross in giving 
the blessing — first toward the left, then to the center, and lastly 
toward the right — introducing the blessing with the versicles: “Sit 
nomen Domini benedictum — May the Name of the Lord be blessed,” 
to which the acolyte responds: “Ex hoc nunc et usque in saeculum — 
From henceforth, now and forever;” and, “Adjutorium nostrum in 
nomine Domini — Our help is in the Name of the Lord,” with the 
response: “Qui fecit coelum et terram — Who made heaven and earth.” 
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For the solemn blessing, the mitre is placed on the bishop’s head and 
the crozier is held in his left hand. 

In Requiem Masses the blessing is not given; those present, the 
living, are not then blessed, to indicate that all the sacrificial prayers 
and fruits are ordained to the benefit of the suffering souls in purgatory. 

Blessing is in an especial manner the office of the priests of the 
Church. Even in the Old Law we frequently read that the priest 
stretched forth his hands to the people and blessed them. When the 
priest's hands are consecrated with holy oil, the ordaining bishop 
says this prayer: “Vouchsafe, O Lord, to consecrate and sanctify these 
hands by this unction and our benediction, that whatever they shall 
bless may be blessed, and whatever they shall consecrate may be 
consecrated, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And at the 
consecration of a bishop, the prelate says to the newly consecrated: 
“Whatsoever thou shalt bless, may it be blessed, and whatsoever thou 
shalt sanctify, may it be sanctified, and may the laying on of this 
consecrated hand be of service to all for salvation.” 

The blessing of a priest or a bishop has, therefore, by virtue of 
his ordination, special and great efficacy whenever it is imparted, and 
should be received with faith and reverence. The liturgical blessing, 
as such, can never be fruitless and inefficacious, provided that the 
recipient presents no obstacle. It is a petition of the Church, which 
is always heard and granted by God because it is supported by her 
authority and her sanctity, and is based on the infinite merits of Jesus 
Christ, on His Precious Blood and on His loving promises. Conse- 
quently, at the end of Holy Mass the faithful should try to receive the 
final blessing piously and confidently, and at the same time direct their 
desire especially to that grace which each one requires on that par- 
ticular day or for some particular need. 


Participation in the Merits of Our Savior’s Life 


The blessing of the priest at the end of the Mass may be said to 
represent the blessing which our Savior gave to His apostles and 
disciples immediately before ascending into heaven, and also to pre- 
figure the blessing which He will bestow upon His faithful servants 
when He returns for the last judgment. 

If our eyes. were enlightened by faith, the adorable Sacrifice 
would indeed fill us with intense joy. For Holy Mass is a brief 
summary of the whole life of Christ and a renewal of the mysteries 
comprised in it; not a mere portrayal of past events, but a real and 
actual repetition of all that Christ did and suffered upon earth. “The 
whole life of Christ upon earth was one solemn Holy Mass, Jesus 
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Himself being the altar, the temple, the priest and the victim,” says 
Denis, the Carthusian. “Holy Mass,” writes Bishop Fornerus, “is a 
brief epitome of our Lord’s life; a recapitulation in one short half 
hour of what He did during the thirty-three years He spent upon earth.” 

Marvelous are the graces and spiritual advantages we gain from 
the renewal of our Savior’s life during Holy Mass. Our Divine Lord, 
during the three and thirty years He spent on earth, labored and laid 
up a vast store of merits, not for Himself, but for us, His children. 
He continues His work by renewing His sacred life in every Holy 
Mass that is celebrated. How powerful, then, is the blessing given at 
the end of the Sacrifice of the Mass! The fullness of this blessing 
descends upon us: the omnipotence of the Father, to strengthen our 
weakness; the wisdom of the Son, to enlighten our blindness; the 
goodness of the Holy Spirit, to protect us in every danger. Through 
this blessing the spirit of God will animate us, the love of God enkindle 
us, the holiness of God sanctify us, the glory of God reign in us, the 
mercy of God encompass us, the beauty of God transport us, the 
sweetness of God permeate us and the peace of God take full pos- 
session of us. Received with proper dispositions, this blessing will be 
a shield against visible and invisible enemies during life and particu- 
larly at the hour of our death. 

We should often during the day recall that we have assisted at 
Holy Mass in the merning. This will give a holy blessing to our work, 
or, if for some reason we cannot work, to our life, during the day. 
This will keep us united with Christ. God’s blessing operates in all 
our thoughts and deeds. His blessing supports us in the weakness 
and misery of our fallen nature; His blessing strengthens us to do all 
for the love of Jesus; His blessing reminds us again and again of the 
love which Jesus bears us. Ite, missa est ought to resound in our ears 
throughout the day, until another morning finds us again before the 
altar, hearing the same blessed words. “Go, says our Lord, “go with 
My blessing; go to your work, but take Me with you in your thoughts, 
in your heart. Go, but do not forget this, My parting admonition: 
Abide in My love!” , 

The Last Gospel 

After the blessing, the priest goes to the Gospel side of the altar, 
and having for the last time greeted the people with Dominus vobiscum, 
makes the Sign of the Cross with his thumb first upon the altar card, 
or the missal if it is before him, then on his forehead, lips and breast, 
whilst he says: “Jnitium Sancti Evangelii secundum Joannem — The 
beginning of the holy Gospel according to St. John,” or, “Sequentia 
Sancti Evangelii etc. — Continuation of the holy Gospel, etc.,” as the 
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case may be. The acolyte responds: “Gloria tibi Domine — Glory be 
to Thee, O Lord.” 

The last Gospel is, generally speaking, the beginning of the Gospel 
of St. John, as prescribed by Pope St. Pius V; but when a high feast 
falls on a Sunday or on a ferial (week) day which has a proper 
Gospel, the Gospel of the day is said at the end of the Mass instead 
of that of St. John. On certain vigils also, if the Mass of the vigil 
is not celebrated, the Gospel proper to the vigil is said at the end. 

The Gospel of St. John is very appropriate for the end of the 
Mass, inasmuch as it is a compendium of the principal mysteries of 
our Faith, namely, of the Holy Trinity, of the creation of the world 
and the reparation for sin effected through the Mystery of the Incar- 
nation; and it signifies the desire of the Church to preach the Gospel 
throughout the whole world, according to the command of our Divine 
Redeemer. It is a profession of faith in the Christian religion, and 
brings before the minds of priest and people Him who is offered in 
Sacrifice, and who is really, truly and substantially present in the 
Blessed Sacrament — His person, His Divine and human natures, and 
His attributes. 

At the words: “Et Verbum caro factum est — And the Word was 
made flesh,” all genuflect and strike their breast in honor of the great 
Mystery of the Incarnation. St. Gertrude was accustomed, at the 
repetition of these words, to bow her head in devout gratitude and 
say: | thank and bless Thee, O good Jesus, that for love of me Thou 
didst deign to be made man. Our Lord once appeared to her and 
revealed how pleasing to Him was this practice, and made this gracious 
promise in behalf of all who should do likewise: /f anyone does this, 
I will graciously incline My head toward him in return, and will offer 
to God the Father all the fruit of My Incarnation, with all the love of 
My Heart, for the increase of that man’s blessedness and glory. 

At the end of the last Gospel the acolyte responds: “Deo gratias — 
Thanks be to God,” as an expression of the gratitude of the faithful 
for the unspeakable graces which God has just bestowed upon them, 
and likewise as an invitation to those who have communicated, to 
continue for a while in their thanksgiving. Deo gratias! The last 
word of Holy Mass and at the same time the deepest expression of 
its essence. Eucharist signifies Thanksgiving. “We have consummated 
the Eucharist” means: “We have, through Jesus Christ, with Jesus 
Christ and in Jesus Christ, sung a living, holy canticle of praise to the 
Most Blessed Trinity which manifests Its honor and glory — omnis 
honor et gloria.” 

Deo gratias! Before the awful majesty of the adorable Trinity. 
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how powerless we feel to offer worthy thanks. But let us with confi- 
dence turn once more to Jesus, the Victim of Sacrifice, our Mediator 
with the Father, and say to Him: “O Jesus, Thou knowest how utterly 
incapable I am to do even the least thing without Thee. Therefore, 
as my thanksgiving I offer Thee once more, with Thy glorious Wounds, 
to the Most Blessed Trinity, to supply for all my deficiencies in the 
Divine service, particularly during this Holy Sacrifice. Oh, what 
confidence, what courage this thought gives me: Thou Thyself art my 
thanksgiving, Thou eternal Priest, eternal Victim, eternal Altar of 
God! Not a moment passes on earth in which the Blood from the 
Wound of Thy holy Side does not flow in streams, to be received 
into the chalice of some one of Thy priests and offered to the honor 
and glory of the adorable Trinity.” 

Deo gratias! Thanks be to God for “His unspeakable gift,” — 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, by which we offer to God the most 
sublime Sacrifice of praise and adoration, the noblest Sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, the most efficacious Sacrifice of atonement and the most 
powerful Sacrifice of petition, through Jesus Christ, in Jesus Christ and 
with Jesus Christ. 


Concluding Prayers 


After Low Mass, the priest, kneeling at the foot of the altar, with 
hands folded, recites the prescribed prayers; i.e., three “Hail Marys,” 
the “Hail, holy Queen” in honor of the Blessed Virgin; “O God! our 
refuge, etc.’’ for the conversion of sinners, and the prayer to St. 
Michael the Archangel for aid in the battle against the devil, and 
finally a triple invocation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. These prayers 
(except the final invocation) were prescribed for the whole Church 
by Pope Leo XIII on the feast of the Epiphany, 1884, and an indul- 
gence of 300 days granted for their recitation. Pope Pius X added 
the threefold invocation of the Sacred Heart, for which he granted an 
indulgence of 100 days when recited in public after Holy Mass. In 
the recitation of these prayers, the people respond to and join with 
the priest, as custom prescribes. 

After the prayers are concluded, the priest rises, goes to the 
altar, takes the chalice in his hands, genuflects and retires to the 
sacristy, preceded by the acolyte, where he removes the Mass vest- 
ments. As a mark of respect, the faithful should remain standing 
or kneeling in their places until the priest has left the sanctuary. 
What a disedifying sight it is to see the people begin to crowd into 
the aisles and rush toward the door the moment the prayers are 
ended, as if eager to throw off the restraint of the Divine services. 
Rather ought they to show by their conduct that they are deeply 
penetrated with the spirit of the sublime Mysteries which they have 
just witnessed, and withdraw in a reverent and recollected manner 
from this holy place where the Divine Presence remains. 
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Benedictines in Many Lands 


(Italy — continued) 





San Anselmo 


HE tourist coming to the Eternal City for the first time 
from the side facing the ocean is pleasantly surprised, 
soon after passing St. Paul’s, to see a beautiful building 
to the left, of reddish brick, crowning the heights of the 
Aventine Hill. This is the International Benedictine 
College of San Anselmo, which owes its foundation to Pope Leo XIII, 
of blessed memory. 

One speaks of a “monastic springtime” pervading the land, and 
not incorrectly, for this figure of speech aptly characterizes the 
awakening of new life which from time to time makes itself felt in 
the various orders of the Church. Such new life has been stirring 
in the old and venerable Order of St. Benedict since the middle of 
the preceding century. New congregations have been formed, and 
even in the most remote countries, colonies of the “black monks” have 
sprung up. This gratifying fact is due, in the first place, to the 
grace and favor of God and the ever active interior vitality of the 
Order; yet the effective support which the successors of St. Peter 
have lent to it must not be forgotten. 

Like so many of his predecessors, the far-seeing Leo XIII be- 
stowed his fatherly care upon the Benedictine Order, holding in great 
reverence its founder, the Patriarch of Western Monks. “The Order 
of St. Benedict must flourish anew,” was an oft-expressed desire of 
the aged Pontiff. Two means seemed suitable for the attainment of 
this end: First, the union of all the monasteries and congregations 
of the Order into one confederation for the preservation of the 
independence of the individual monastic families and congregations, 
and secondly, the founding of an institution of learning in Rome, the 
heart of Holy Church, where the young monks of the Order might 
receive a solid monastic as well as scientific training. This institution 
was to become the center of piety and learning for the entire Order 
of St. Benedict. 

To a saintly son of St. Benedict, Joseph Benedict Dusmet,* later 
Cardinal Archbishop of Catania in Sicily, the Holy Father entrusted 
this twofold undertaking. The zealous bishop succeeded in sur- 
mounting all the difficulties and misgivings which presented them- 





*Cardinal Dusmet closed his holy life in 1894; the process of 
his beatification has recently been taken up. 
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selves, clinging fast to the maxim of Leo XIII: “Nothing is too 
arduous for the humble, nothing too difficult for the patient.” Both 
of these projects were finally realized in the founding of the Inter- 
national Benedictine College of San Anselmo. 


Cherished Wish of Leo XIII 


Already in the year 1687, Pope Innocent XI had organized a 
Benedictine college in the Palace of St. Callistus in Rome under the 
patronage of St. Anselm, for the congregation of Monte Cassino alone, 
although under certain conditions monks of other congregations might 
also be admitted. From this college went forth men of note, of 
whom one of the most illustrious was Barnabas Chiaramonti, O.S.B., 
an alumnus and professor of the college, who in the year 1800 as- 
cended the chair of Peter as Pius VII. However, the political disorders 
in the forties of the foregoing century brought about the dissolution 
of this college. This: institution of learning Pope Leo XIII wished 
to revive; not, however, for one congregation only; it was his desire 
that its halls should be open to the youths of the entire Order from 
all parts of the world. 

On January 4, 1888, the new college of San Anselmo was opened, 
with temporary headquarters in the Palazzo dei Convertendi, in the 
immediate vicinity of the Vatican. The three Benedictine Cardinals, 
San Felice of Naples, Celesia of Palermo and Ganglbauer of Vienna. 
honored the opening celebration with their presence, as did also a 
number of other Benedictine prelates and abbots. At its opening, the 
college numbered seven professors and fifteen students; three lay- 
brothers who came from the Beuronian Congregation attended to the 
domestic duties. This was a modest beginning, it is true, yet the 
beginning of a great work which with the blessing of God was to 
make rapid progress. 


The International Benedictine Monastery 


As the quarters in the Palazzo were very restricted, and conse- 
quently only a limited number of students could be admitted, a 
spacious building site was purchased in 1890 through generous means 
provided by Pope Leo XIII, on the summit of the Aventine, that clas- 
sical hill so rich in historical and especially in Benedictine remin- 
iscences. In 1892, after a prolonged discussion with the Roman 
Government, the building of the new college was commenced according 
to the plans of Abbot Hildebrand de Hemptinne, the newly elected 
Abbot of Maredsous in Belgium. 
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In April, 1893, Cardinal Dusmet, by order of Leo XIII, convened 
a general assembly of all the abbots of the Order in Rome, for the 
purpose of considering the second project, namely, the forming of 
an international confederation. During the conferences which followed, 
the Cardinal succeeded in bringing about this confederation, thus com- 
pleting the great task which had been laid upon him by the Holy See. 
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A striking view of the International Benedictine College of San Anselmo, 
Rome, Italy. 


On this occasion, too, (on the feast of St. Anselm, April 21st), the 
cornerstone of the new college was laid. 

On July 12th of the same year, the Pope appointed Abbot 
Hildebrand the first Primate of the newly created confederation of 
the “black” Benedictines. The Primate resides at the College of San 
Anselmo and exercises the rights of a reigning abbot; one of his 
special duties is to appoint the rector and the professors of the college. 
In this way the organization of the college received definite form. 

Toward the end of 1896, the new college building had so far 
progressed that it could be occupied. The number of students, which 
till then had numbered between twenty and thirty, was now doubled; 
and despite the fact that there were still many things wanting, a joyful 
life and activity reigned in the spacious, airy rooms of the college. 
Finally, in 1900 the church connected with the college was also com- 
pleted, and in November of that year was dedicated by His Eminence 
Cardinal Rampolla, in the presence of many prelates and church 
dignitaries. The Order of St. Benedict was represented by a number 
of archbishops and bishops, and fifty-six abbots. 
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The church is built in pure basilica style. It is divided into 
three aisles by ten Ionic pillars, the bases and capitals of which 
are of shimmering white marble. Two larger pillars support the 
choir balcony. The execution of the three altars is dignified and 
elegant, the central one being covered by a marble baldachino. 
The middle nave accommodates about a hundred choir stalls, but 
only the side aisles are accessible to the public. One of the beauties 
of the basilica is its magnificent mosaic floor in which are inlaid the 
Latin and Greek alphabets, symbolizing the union of the Latin and 
Greek Church. Underneath, extending the full length of the basilica, 
is a five aisled crypt, with seventeen altars, built in most beautiful 
style. Here, too, the magnificent mosaic floor is particularly worthy 
of mention. From the sacristy one enters a beautiful ambulatory, 
about which the greater number of the buildings are grouped. From 
the upper corridor, as well as from the two towers, one may gain 
a charming view of Rome and its surroundings. 

Now, as in the early centuries, the solemn praises of God again 
resound on the Aventine from the lips of the monks, and the sacred 
sciences are zealously cultivated in the attractive class-rooms of the 
college. 

In August, 1891, Pope Leo XIII, by a rescript signed by Cardinal 
Zigliara, empowered the College of San Anselmo to confer the academic 
degree in sacred theology; later this faculty was also extended to 
philosophy and canon law, and confirmed by Pius X in his motuproprio 
on June 24, 1914. Thus far there have gone forth from this college 
two eminent cardinals, Cardinal Justinian Seredi, Prince-primate of 
Hungary, and Cardinal Ildephonse Schuster, Archbishop of Milan, 
alumni and professors of the college, and both distinguished for their 
piety and learning; two archbishops, three bishops and more than 
thirty abbots, active in all parts of the world: in North America, 
Brazil, Africa, Korea and Australia, many of them holding responsible 
positions in and out of the Order. Many of them are also employed 
in studying and promoting the sciences. 





A gentleman from Arizona writes: — ‘Wish to state that I have 
found your monthly magazine ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ the very best 
and most inspiring magazine. May Jesus Christ pay you for the won- 
derful work in publishing this jewel.’ 


Philadelphia: ‘‘There are two things I will never give up, if God 
helps me, my true Faith and my friend ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ ”’ 
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Our Duty Toward Our Holy Guardian Angels 





§ CCORDING to St. Bernard, we have a threefold duty toward 
our guardian angels: First, reverence in their presence. 
The saint admonishes us: “Walk circumspectly as one 
in the presence of the angels, for they are indeed with 

you in all your ways, as has been commanded them. In 

every dwelling, therefore, in every place, show reverence to your 
holy angel, and dare not to do anything in his presence that 
you would not do before God.” 

Our second duty toward our 
guardian angels is love, on ac- 
count of their benevolence. “Let 
us,” St. Bernard writes, “love the 
holy angels sincerely as our future 
coheirs in heaven. In the mean- 
time, however, they are our guar- 
dians and protectors whom the 
Heavenly Father has given us.” As 
such, they have a most burning 
love for us and exercise incredible 
care and solicitude to help us to 
attain to eternal glory. 

Our third duty toward our 
holy guardian angels, according to 
St. Bernard, is confidence in their 
protection. “What should we fear 
under such protection?” continues 

Each pilgrim through life owes his ae oer oon anes ae 

heavenly guardian: reverence, not be vanquished, they cannot be 

love, confidence. led astray, much less lead us 

astray, for they protect us in all 

our ways; they are faithful, they neglect not the least point in the 

office assigned to them by God; their ingenuity and foresight perceive 

every danger that threatens us, every need, every remedy; they are 

mighty, no power of the enemy is able to conquer the strength 
of their protection.” 

Let us therefore follow and cling to them; let us with all con- 
fidence entreat their aid and protection. We have great confidence 
in the intercession of the saints, and justly so, on account of the 
goodness wherewith they are ever ready to help us; but how much 
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greater should be our confidence in our holy guardian angels, since, 
aside from their great goodness, we know that they have been com- 
missioned by God expressly to help us and protect us in all things; 
this is the sole object of their remaining among us here on earth. 

St. Bernard counsels us: As often as a violent temptation assails 
you or a severe affliction weighs upon you, call upon your protector, 
your guide and your helper in all conditions of life; cry to him in 
your distress and say: “Save me! I perish.” Thus by intimate trust 
and speedy recourse to his aid we shall ever become more worthy 
of the favors of our angel; we shall from day to day obtain greater 
benefits from him and by a happy experience be taught how blessed 
is he who after God puts his trust in the executor of His mercy — 
his holy guardian angel. 





The Holy Angels and the Blessed Sacrament 





HE presence of the holy angels near the Blessed Sacrament 

is far too little known and esteemed. It was revealed 
to St. Mechtilde that three thousand angels from the 
seventh choir, the Thrones, are ever in devout attendance 
around every tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament 
is reserved. Doubtless a much greater number are present at Holy 
Mass, which is not merely a sacrament, but also a sacrifice. 

Father Faber writes: “The Blessed Sacrament is the property 
of human souls; It belongs to them in a manner and with an intimacy 
which the angelic spirits cannot share. Nevertheless, there is a signif- 
icant relation between the angels and the Blessed Sacrament. This 
is the special mystery of the human nature of Jesus in which He 
is the Head of the angels. It is one of the mysteries which they adore 
and into which they desire to gaze, full of humility. They contemplate 
It with special admiration and follow It over the whole world — in 
the hands of the priest, in the tabernacle and in the silent visits to 
the sick. The Holy Eucharist is called the food of angels and the 
bread of angels, and although the angels do not have the happiness 
to be united sacramentally with the Flesh of our dearest Savior, they 
are, no doubt, nourished by a kind of spiritual communion.” 

St. John Chrysostom, that wonderful priest and light of the 
Church of the fourth century, usually beheld the house of God filled 
with angels, especially during Holy Mass. With joyful astonishment 
the saint related the following to several of his friends: “When the 
priest had begun the Holy Sacrifice there suddenly appeared a number 
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of heavenly spirits clad in dazzling white garments, who with bare 
feet stood around the altar with most reverent attention until the 
most holy Mystery had been consummated. Thereupon they spread 
through the cathedral and with holy fervor assisted the bishop, the 
priests and deacons in distributing the holy body of Christ.” 

The servant of God, Maria Originias, often beheld our Lord in 
the form of a little child surrounded by angels at the elevation of 
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St. John Chrysostom beholds reverent Angels surround the altar 
while he offers Holy Mass. 


the Sacred Host. When Holy Mass was offered by a pious priest she 
saw the holy angels exultant with joy. When St. Catherine of Siena 
saw our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament she frequently beheld angels 
who held a veil as a symbol of the mystery, in the center of which 
was a host bearing the image of a child. 

The lives of the saints recount many astonishing instances of their 
receiving Holy Communion from the hands of angels. St. Stanislaus 
Kostka and St. Gerard twice received Holy Communion from the hands 
of an angel. Once when St. Margaret Mary Alacoque was occupied 
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near the choir, the Sacred Heart appeared to her, surrounded by 
seraphim who sang in wondrous harmony: “Love conquers, love 
satiates, the love of the Sacred Heart produces happiness.” The saint 
wrote to Father Croiset that the angels have the special commission 
to love, praise and venerate the Divine Heart of Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

United with the angels, we are represented by them; they offer 
our homage, they supply for our want of love and make atonement 
for us and for those who do not love our Lord. We should, therefore, 
in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, think of the angels who 
are there present and ask them to offer homage to our Lord for us, 
to adore, praise and glorify Him in our behalf. 

Devotion to the holy angels is a source of unspeakable grace. 
If you cannot visit the Blessed Sacrament as often as you would like, 
send your guardian angel in your stead. This beautiful practice has 
brought untold blessings to numberless pious souls. 





Close Association with Our Guardian Angel 


HE following interesting occurrence is related by a woman 

named Mrs. Marie Pichler, of Munich, Germany, as an 
actual experience of her girlhood days: — In 1872, when 
seventeen years old, Mrs. Pichler went to Bozen to consult 
a specialist, Dr. John Zugal, who on account of the many 
remarkable cures he effected enjoyed an extensive practice. The 
young girl was under his care for several weeks, but in spite of her 
ill health she assisted at Holy Mass daily. One morning, however, 
it was very foggy and the doctor forbade her to leave the house. 
She therefore begged her guardian angel to go to church in her 
stead and assist at Holy Mass. 

That evening when the family tutor came to instruct the doctor’s 
children he remarked to the girl: “My, but you were haughty this 
morning, Miss Marie!” When asked why so, he replied: “This morning 
after Holy Mass, you, accompanied by a beautiful young lady, passed 
quite near me; I greeted you, but you ignored me.” The girl 
answered in surprise: “Why, I have not left the house all day.” The 
teacher insisted: “I beg your pardon, but I’m sure I recognized you,” 
and he went on to describe the hat and dress she had worn. 

Remarkable! Marie did, indeed, possess such a dress, but the 
teacher had never seen it. This was an unmistakable proof that the 
guardian angel had fulfilled the girl’s petition and had assisted at 
Holy Mass in her stead. 
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When relating this incident, Mrs. Pichler remarked that similar 
incidents had frequently occurred in her later life. Others, too, she 
said, told her that they had seen her on certain occasions when 
she had not been present herself but had asked her guardian angel 
to go in her stead. 


Send Your Angel to Holy Mass 


O holy Angel at my side, 

Go to the church for me, 
Kneel in my place at Holy Mass 
Where I desire to be. 

At Offertory, in my stead, 
Take all I am and own, 
And place it as a sacrifice 
Upon the altar throne. 

At holy Consecration’s bell, 
Adore with seraph’s love 
My Jesus hidden in the Host, 
Come down from heav’n above. 

Then pray for those I dearly love, 
And those who cause me grief, 
That Jesus’ Blood may cleanse all hearts 
And suffering souls relieve. 

And when the priest Communion takes, 
Oh, bring my Lord to me, 
That His sweet Heart may rest on mine 
And I His temple be. 

Pray that this Sacrifice Divine 
May mankind’s sins efface; 
Then bring me Jesus’ blessing home — 
The pledge of every grace. 





Protected by His Angel Guardian 





mT was in the month of September, when the grapes were 
ripening on the espalier and the gay-colored flax and late 
roses were wafting their fragrance into the open windows, 
that Mr. and Mrs. Wegner, pious, diligent tradespeople 
in a Silesian town, had their hearts’ desire fulfilled in 
the birth of a little son. The mother considered it a 
special grace that this gift of God had come to them in the month 
of the Guardian Angels, and without delay placed her little Joseph 
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unaer the secure protection of his heavenly guardian. Soon after 
the child was baptized, she placed a guardian angel medal about 
his neck, which he wore during all his lifetime; and when he grew to 
boyhood, her favorite occupation in the peaceful twilight hours was to 
entertain her dear little one with stories about the holy guardian 
angels and their mighty protection. A great love and trustful con- 
fidence in his invisible guide took root in the heart of the child, and 
every morning and evening little Joseph, kneeling at his bedside, rec- 
ommended his young life to the protection of his guardian angel. 


Confidence in His Heavenly Protector 


Years passed, and Joseph Wegner had grown to young manhood. 
He had learned the machinist’s trade from his father, and with the 
restlessness of youth longed to make his own way out in the great, 
wide world. His good mother, though her heart ached at the thought 
of the separation and the many evils that might befall her darling 
son, packed his trunk with loving care, tenderly smoothing out the 
folds of each garment and interspersing among them the sweet per- 
fume of fervent aspirations and the burning tears of her maternal 
love. Then at length came the day set for his departure. After 
saying his farewells and receiving the pious admonitions of his dear 
parents, the young man knelt to receive their blessing, and then turned 
to go. But his mother caught him once more by the arm and besought 
him most earnestly not to forget to confide himself at all times to the 
care and protection of his guardian angel. ‘Have no fear, mother 
dear,’”’ replied Joseph, “not in vain have you dedicated me to my 
heavenly protector and instilled in my heart a tender devotion to him. 
As long as I live I shall be mindful of this, and if God wills, it shall 
be a blessing to me.”’ 


The Death Ride 


Ten years came and went, and Joseph Wegner saw much of the 
world and labored in many workshops both in home and foreign coun- 
tries. He had now become one of the ablest machinists in the work- 
shop of one of the large railroad stations in Baden. Because of his 
skill, the most difficult tasks were assigned to him, including emergency 
repairs on the express train on the north road which passed the station 
twice a day. 

One crisp autumn morning a number of railroad employees are 
waiting for the train. Among them we recognize a well-built young 
man wearing a blue jacket and having in his hands a kit of tools. 
He is just receiving an order from a railroad official: ‘‘If there is any 
repair to be made, Wegner, do it quickly, for the train stops only three 
minutes.’”’ After a few moments the express pulls in. ‘Brake out of 
order!” holloes a voice from the train, whereupon Joseph, quick as 
lightning, hurries under the car to make the required repair. He has 
just finished his work and is about to leave his place when, oh, horror! 
the train begins to move, a half minute sooner than scheduled. 

A feeling of terror passes through the heart of the young man. 
Instinctively he commends himself to his guardian angel; then, with 
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astonishing presence of mind, draws up his legs and in this uncom- 
fortable position clings to the brake rod. But ah, what frightful 
uncertainty! He well knows that this train will rush along with 
incredible speed till it reaches the terminus. Will he be able to 
withstand the flying sparks, the shower of gravel and stones which 
will be constantly hurled into his face? Will not the strong current of 
air rob him of his senses? Will his physical strength hold out that 
long? Will he not grow so stiff and lame in this position that he will 
no longer be able to hold on? Will he be able to endure the shock 
which will pass through him like an electric current when the brake is 
put on? 


Confidence Rewarded 


But, heaven be thanked and praised! Held as by an invisible 
power, the incredible happens — he does not sustain even the slightest 
injury on this veritable death-ride. When the train reaches the ter- 
minus after the seemingly endless period of two hours, the young man 
hangs as one lifeless on the brake pipes. Only after some minutes 
can he move and make his way from under the car. The thundering 
noise of the speeding train still resounds in his ears, so that he cannot 
understand a single word. But after he has recovered a little and 
taken the refreshment which is offered him, he relates to his astonished 
listeners his strange adventure and almost miraculous deliverance, 
concluding with the words: ‘‘And if you wish to know to whom alone I 
ascribe my preservation, then understand, it is my holy guardian angel. 
When a little child my mother placed me under his protection. 
Throughout my whole life I have trusted in him always and every- 
where, and today I have experienced how salutary is this confidence.”’ 

The young man ceased speaking, and drawing from beneath his 
jacket a worn medal, kissed the image of the angel guardian with 
touching devotion. 





To Implore His Benefits 


Before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed it is required that 
at least twelve wax candles be kept burning and the ceremonies marked 
with great solemnity. A sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration is truly 
a miniature heaven, where, amid glowing lights, virgin adorers cease- 
lessly echo the eternal “Sanctus” of the celestial court. Here, then, 
is the ideal place to have candles burned in order to pay homage to 
the Heavenly King and to implore His benefits. 


In our Adoration Chapels, both at Clyde and Mundelein, many 
candles are kept constantly burning before the exposition throne of the 
Blessed Sacrament. For an alms of 50¢, a large wax candle will be 
burned for a day and a night for your intention; for $3.50, one week, 
and for $12.00, an entire month. Many who have adopted this practice 
as a means of imploring God’s benefits write us of the favors received. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











The Holy Angels and the Poor Souls 





7 F man, though so carefully guarded and protected, dies 
@ without having made full satisfaction for his sins, does 
the activity of the angels, especially of his guardian angel, 
cease? No, indeed, the messenger of God, whose happi- 
ness it is to prove himself useful and active for God 
and for souls, will not rest until his protege has entered the blissful 
realm of paradise. What a tender, personal interest the guardian 
angels take in purgatory and the poor souls! Thousands of them 
have clients in those torturing flames who were specially devoted to 
them during life. 

Will the Archangel Raphael,* who so faithfully assisted Tobias, 
be less faithful in fulfilling his holy office toward his proteges in 
purgatory? Just as he carried the prayers of the aged Tobias to the 
throne of the Most High when that just man arose from the table, 
amidst tears, to bury the dead, so now he daily, yes, hourly, gathers 
all the prayers and good works of the faithful and bears them in 
a golden vessel to the throne of God, bringing in return from heaven’s 
heights alleviation and consolation for the souls writhing in the tor- 
ments of purgatory. And behold how untiringly St. Michael, the 
archangel, ascends and descends to fill with souls released from pur- 
gatory those places in heaven vacated by the fall of Lucifer and his 
adherents! And still more, behold with eyes of faith and love how 


*The name “Raphael’’ means “‘Medicine of God,” and his special 
office is to help and pray for those in distress. 
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all the holy angels inspire and incite pious sentiments in people 
living on earth to pray for the poor souls, to give alms and to practice 
numberless good works for them. What a boon to the poor souls 
is the fragrance of sacrifices which every day ascend to the throne 
of the all-merciful God, to descend again as a stream of blessing, 
of love and consolation upon them in their torments! 

In spirit let us enter into the place of purgation and see how 
the angels unceasingly hasten from one soul to another to point out 
to them their benefactors and to make known to them the generosity 
of the many magnanimous and pious Christians who, by their good 
works, shorten the years of torture and darkness. In the life of 
St. Cecilia of Lanspuquano we read that she appeared three days after 
her death and testified that in purgatory she had received comfort 
from her guardian angel, whom she was privileged to see. 

The sublimest and most beautiful office of the angels with regard 
to the poor souls is that of dispensing the Precious Blood of Jesus 
to those entrusted to their care. A beautiful legend relates that 
when our Savior hung bleeding upon the Cross an angel asked Him 
to whom the last drop of His Sacred Heart’s Blood should belong. 
Jesus answered: “To My Mother, that she may the more easily endure 
My death.” But the Blessed Virgin replied: “Ah, no, my Son; give 
It to the poor souls in purgatory so that they may be without pain 
for at least one day of the year.” Thereupon the angel gathered 
up the last drop of the Blood of the Sacred Heart and took It down 
to the scorching heat of purgatory to alleviate the pains of its poor 
inmates and to shorten their time of purgation. 

This is but a pious legend; yet it is our firm belief that the holy 
angels do collect the Precious Blood in golden vessels from about 
four hundred thousand Holy Masses every day and let It trickle down 
into the burning and gaping wounds of the poor souls, the poorest 
of the poor. Were it not for the holy Sacrifice of the Mass with its 
outpouring of the Precious Blood, of how much strength, consolation 
and blessing would not the poor souls be deprived! The holy angels 
are extremely happy to be able with this great treasure of the 
Redeemer’s Blood to console the sorrowing, to visit the captives, to 
feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty. And who can describe 
the unspeakable bliss of the poor soul when, released from its captive 
bonds, it soars upward into the paternal embrace of the eternal and 
merciful God, and the gratitude with which it thanks its holy angel 
for having been taken up into the everlasting dwellings so speedily 
and so happily! 
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Prayer to the Guardian Angels for the Poor Souls 


O ye holy guardian angels who have been charged by God to 
be solicitous for the salvation of mankind, behold in the dark prison 
the dear souls entrusted to you. Oh, how many sighs do they send 
up to you, how ardently do they long to be with you in heaven: 
Then let their painful cries penetrate your sympathetic hearts! Ask 
God fervently that He may mercifully remit their remaining punish- 
ments. Hasten to descend from heaven to console, strengthen and 
refresh them and take them up with you into everlasting joys. Amen. 





Benedictine Laybrothers 


Many readers of “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” are to some extent 
acquainted with the life and work of Benedictine Fathers and Sisters, 
but have heard little or nothing about the life of the Benedictine 
Laybrother. 

The Laybrother is to the Benedictine Family what St. Joseph was 
in the humble household of Nazareth: he performs the manual labor 
in house, field, garden and workshop and thus enables the Monks 
to chant the Divine praises in choir, to teach school and to labor for 
the salvation of souls. 

Many a young man has long been wishing to make sure of eternal 
life by becoming a good religious after turning away from the turmoil 
cares and distractions of the world and then earnestly following Christ. 
He feels that he has no calling for the sacred priesthood; he lacks the 
means and talents for a prolonged course of studies leading to pro- 
fessional life and shirks its awful responsibilities, but he is anxious 
to consecrate himself to the service of God. If this is the case, your 
desire may be realized by becoming a Laybrother in the Order of St. 
Benedict. 

Only two miles from the Convent of Perpetual Adoration, near 
Clyde, Missouri, there is such a place where healthy, God-fearing 
young men, who desire to lead a life consecrated to the service of God, 
will receive a hearty welcome. 

For further information write to the Rev. Father Instructor, 

Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 
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September, 1931 


From Philadelphia: ‘‘The booklets you sent me are lovely. I don’t 
know how to express myself. When I read those books, after the day 
is done, and think of how much God loves us and how cold we grow 
sometimes! They inspire one onward to think of cur heavenly home.” 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 
On Holy Mass. Will instil deeper love for the Adorable Sacrifice. 
We recommend them especially as supplementary reading to the 
explanation of Holy Mass appearing serially in “‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.” 10¢ each 


Devotion to the Holy Wounds 
Excellence and efficacy of this devotion; inspiring and consoling 
words of our Lord to Sister Martha Chambon. How to make use 
of these Fountains of mercy. 


St. Anthony the Wonder-Worker (Jubilee Year, June 1931-1932) 
Interesting sketch of his life (with 13 illustrations) ; his wonderful 
gift of miracles; how to invoke his never-failing aid; prayers. 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 
The patron of a happy death; helper in various necessities. In- 
teresting sketch of his life, his glorious death, his work in the 
Church of God. 


St. Teresa of the Child Jesus (The Little Flower) 
Charming portrait of the life and spirit of this world-wide favorite. 
.Contains Mass devotion and other prayers. 


Words of Our Lord to Benigna Consolata 
The “Little Secretary of the Sacred Heart.’’ Her Divinely-com- 
municated message cannot fail to inspire souls with confidence. 
The Message from Konnersreuth (7 illustrations) 
Interesting account of a bishop’s interview with Theresa Neumann. 
Words and warnings uttered by the stigmatic in her ecstatic 
condition. 


Above booklets 10¢ each, postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows (Feast Sept. 15) 


Aims to nourish a tender compassion for our Dolorous Mother. 
This devotion is a source of grace and comfort, especially to the 
sorrowing. 

Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
Those who experience dryness in communicating will find this 
booklet very helpful. Contains many beautiful Communion 
prayers; also Mass of the Blessed Virgin. 


Magnificence of the Love of God and Perfect Contrition 
Tells how to make all our actions meritorious for heaven. The 
value of acts of love and perfect contrition; how to make them. 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
A choice selection of indulgenced prayers, in classified form. 
Convenient to carry with you and use in leisure moments. 


Above booklets 5¢ each, postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 


A classical High School and College. conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 


For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 





St. Joseph’s Academy 
Clyde, Missouri 
Boarding School for Girls and Young Ladies 


Conducted by 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 


Courses: Thorough and Practical Terms: Reasonable 
Location: Beautiful, Healthful and Homelike 


For particulars address: The Sister Directress 





Jesus, Joy of My Heart Jesus Pleads for My Love 
Jesus Loves Me Jesus One With Me 


The above four booklets form a series of affectionate conver- 
sations with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, adapted to help 
souls find in the Divine Prisoner a loving Companion. Excellent 
for Communion devotions and for visits to our Lord. Each 
booklet 5 cts. Reduction for quantities; postage extra. 


From Indiana: ‘Nothing I have ever read —and I am a great 
reader — has helped me so much or taught me to love our dear Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament as have those four booklets, and if by placing 
them in the hands of others I can thereby aid even just one person to 
know Him better and to love Him more, I shall be more than fully 
repaid and happy. Please send me the following...” 


From San Francisco: “ ‘Jesus, Joy of My Heart,’ has proven of 
inestimable value to me. How could anyone read it and not feel over- 
whelmed with a great love and devotion to our Eucharistic Lord? 
They must be hard-hearted indeed!” 


Chicago: “* ‘Jesus, Joy of My Heart’ has filled a long-felt warit of 
something to say to Him, who listens to our poor efforts at conversation. 
I bless the day I discovered it.” 


From Oklahoma: ‘The little book, ‘Jesus Loves Me’ is one of my 
dearest treasures. You have no idea how much good that book does 
me; I really consider it a gift from heaven, because of the beautiful 
inspirations I receive from it.”’ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








